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1. Mr H Hoad, 114 Greenhills, Harlow, to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader 
of the Council  

 

In the Corporate Plan 2016/17, it is stated that more and better housing is a 
top priority for the administration.  How is this being achieved? 

 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 
 
More and better housing and tackling housing need is one of the 
Administration`s key priorities, in all its forms. 
  
The recent changes to Government policy, and in particular centrally setting 
rent levels, the uncertainty around how extending Right to Buy to Housing 
Associations will have to be funded by local councils selling high-value 
council houses, and changes in planning legislation, has imposed additional 
pressures and uncertainty around capital investment programmes, and the 
Council’s ability to continue the Pathfinder Council housebuilding programme 
that was completed just before Christmas. 

 

Despite this, the Council will continue to work towards making more housing 
available in Harlow, with a wider choice of housing types which are genuinely 
affordable, helping to improve the choices for those in housing need as well 
as improving the health and wellbeing by improving housing conditions. This 
will be achieved by working with our partners to provide evidence to support 
the need for housing development and future infrastructure requirements in 
Harlow through the technical documentation supporting the Local 
Development Plan; making more housing available in Harlow, specifically 
providing high quality housing stock, with all Council homes in the town 
meeting modern homes standards; publish a five year Housing Investment 
Programme (HIP) and invest annually in improvements to improve housing 
conditions; implementing a programme of energy efficiency, tackling fuel 
poverty with initiatives tackling high energy use dwellings with low thermal 
efficiency, tackling fuel poverty by providing advice and support on energy 
use with the installation of energy efficiency initiatives such as smart meters, 
insulation, and external cladding; and continue to improve housing standard 
in the public/private sector housing by reviewing additional licensing of 
Households in Multiple Occupation (HMO’s), and provide effective tenancy 
enforcement support tackling health and wellbeing. 
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2. Mr H Hoad, 114 Greenhills, Harlow, to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader 
of the Council  
 
At the Full Council meeting on 17 December 2015 Councillor D Purton was 
appointed as the Member Champion for Highways & Infrastructure.  Does this 
mean the Leader thinks that in spite of the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration & 
Enterprise no longer being Deputy Leader he cannot do his job fully? 
 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 
 
The role of a Member Champion is entirely separate from a Portfolio Holder.  
 
Member Champions focus on raising the profile of their respective areas and 
on fostering joined-up working of all stakeholders, relevant agencies and 
voluntary organisations. The role of a Member Champion is specified in Part 3 
of the Council’s Constitution. 
 
Portfolio Holders take responsibility for specific functions of the Council; 
work alongside the Council’s Officers to deliver the Council’s strategies and 
priorities; and make decisions as part of the Cabinet and, where necessary, 
alone, in line with the Leader’s Scheme of Delegation to Portfolio Holders. 
The role of a Portfolio Holder is specified in Article 6 of the Council’s 
Constitution. 
 
Unlike Portfolio Holders, Members Champions can focus entirely on functions 
that are not within the remit of Harlow Council. Highways and infrastructure, 
functions that are the responsibility of Essex County Council, are examples of 
such functions. The appointment of Member Champions therefore allows the 
Council greater influence on matters that are outside of its direct control in 
accordance with its community leadership role. 
 
Member Champions are not paid any additional allowances for the work they 
do. 

 
 


